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the JMinister will take steps to encournge
the esiablishment of the industry.

ME. ANGELO ((iascovne) [110]: 1
also am giad that the Minister had some-
thingr nice to say about our tropical adviser.
T ean perzonally endovse what the Ministor
has zaid.  Several settlers on the (ascovne
who  previously knew nothwng whatever
shout the wrowing of tropieal fruits, by
carvefully following the advice given to them
by Mr. Wise have not anly estahlished their
groves, but are now making gond profits anid
a eombortable living. We are very lueky in
having & man of Mr., Wize's experience, aud
1 am sure there is valuable work in front of
himy when the real development of the Nim-
berlevs hewing. To develep the eattle indus-
try we must have improved stoek and im-
proved fodders. Tt is in relation to im-
proved fadders that the knowledore and skill
of the tropieal adviser will prove invaluable.
T have -~cen some reports sent by this officer,
not only tn the State Government, but also
to the Commonwealth Government, and
those reports prove that he is indeed a very
capiahle man.  There is the complaint ahout
the ponr price for potatoes, veiced by the
Minister and by the wmember for Murrav-
Wellington. T would vemind them of the
figures T quoted here a few wecks ago, show-
ing thar Malaya'is importing 10.000 tons of
potatoes and 20,000 tons of cmions per an-
num and that less than ftwo per cent. of
their vecetahles are from Ausiralia, W
kave the Siate steamers runnine to Malava,
0 why cannot the loeal producers send a
reprezsentative up there and see if we eannot
capture that market?

Vote put and passed.

Vate, College of Agriewlbnre, £7057—-
agreed to,

Proures= reported.

Huonze adjonrned at 115 pon.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 430
p.., and read prayers,

RETURN—MOTOR LICENSE FEES,
ITun, A. THOMSON: | move—

That a return be laid on the Table sl.m\\'ing
the—1, Total number of private ears licensed
in the metropolitan area? 2, Totul nmount of
lirense fees collected on same? 3, Number of
motor trueks licensed in metropolitan area?
4, Fees paid en l-ton, 30-cwr,, 2-ton trucks in
mutrepolitun area? 5, Fxtra amount collected
on seel elags of (ruck for crrier’s liconges?
6, Total amount of fees collected for trueks
in metropolitan area? 7, Total number of
private ears  licensed in country or outside
metropolitan area? 8, Total amount of license
fees collected on same? %, Total number of
motor trucks licensed outside metropolitan
area? 10, Fees paid on 1-ton, 30-cwt,, 2-ton
trueks? 11, Total fees vellected on trucks
outside metropolitan area? 12, Extru fees im-
posed on l-ten, 30-ewt, Z.ton truck owners
plying for hire whieh neecessitates their using
main roads? 13, Total amount collected from
stich owiers? 14, Total nmount collected
from drivers’ licenses as issued by the police!
15, Total amount collevted for bus and taxi
licenses?

Hon. M. SEDDON: 1 understood [rom
the Chief Secretary vesterday that the in-
formation rvequired Dby the hon. member
would eost o conziderable amovunt to pie-
pare. In view of that [ think the hon
member should give reasons in support of
his motion.

Hon. J. CORNELL: 1t struck me ves-
terdav when the hon. member gave notice
of hix proposed wotion that it was very
mueh involved and that less than due con-
siderntion had been given to the framing
of it. T ngree with Mr. Seddon that since
the colleetion of this information will in-
volve inquiries ali over the State it must
cost  considerable monev and  time. Mr.
Thomson has not intimated whecher this in-
formation is to supply a puldiec neeld or
merely his own need.

Hon. A, THOMSON: On

fhe under-

slandine that this motion was o be treatel

formally 1 did not eonsider 3§ necessary !9
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take up the time of the House in giving
reagons for it. My ohject is to ascertain the
total amonnt of revenue collected from
motor car and motor truck owners. T am
endeavouring to link up this information
with the select eommittee T hope the House
will grant me to inquire into the finances of
the Railway Department. This information
wouldl he very nseful to that committee.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tf vou wget that com-
mittee, the eommittee itself will he able to
seenre the information,

Hon. A. THOMSON: Tt is generally un-
derstood fo-day that the railways belong
the people. hut many seem to forget that the
ronds also helong to the people, and further
that the motorists have paid for the eon-
struetion of the maiu roads. That is enz
reazon why T desive 1o get the information
specified in this veturn. The Minister for
Works at the official opening of the voad
haoard conference quoted figures dealing with
the total amount of fees enllocted in the
metropolitan avea and also i -~ountry dis-
friets, Tf the department has been keepin:
the books as they should he kept. only an
kour wonld be vequired to produce the in-
formation T am asking for; lerause under
the Traffie Act 22Y% per cont. of the fees
collected by ecertain road boards have fo ha
returned to the Woarks Department. and an
too with 12% per ¢ent. of the fees collpcted
bv another section of the road boards and
19 per cent. of those going to a third section.
So the information T require shonld he avail-
able in the Waorks Department to-day.

Hon. J. Cornell: More than half the road
hoards have not paid.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Novertheless the
rond board office which was previonsly 1n
charge of Mr. Sanderson should be able to
give the information in a verv shorlt time.
We are entitled to know the total amount of
revenue the loeal anthorities are reeciving
from motor vehicles. T was surprised whan
the Minister said the supplving of the in-
formation would involve a ronsiderable
amount of expense.  Tf so0, it shows how lax
is fhe hook-keeping in the department, for
ihe whole of the information should he quite
easilvy collected. As for the license fees col-
lerted by the police, that information also
should be readily available. T am asking for
thi= information. not only on ¥ own he-
half, hat on hehalf of many people who are

[COUNCIL.]

interested. It would be of value to the

State.
Onestion put and passed.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT.

In Commitice.

Resumued from ihe previeus day, Llon. J.
Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Secretary
in charge of the Bill,

Clanse —Exemptions (partly considered) «

The CHATRMAX: When progress was
reported vesterday, the question before the
Chair was on amendinent to iusert a new
paragruph (b)) as follows:—“In receipt of
salary or wages paid by way of snstennnea
for themseives or for themselves and their
Tamily.”

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The objeet of the
nmendment s to exempt from payments
under the Bill, those who are in receipt of
snstenance. Mr. Kitson said  the only
people who would be affected would be
those in receipt of two guineas a weel,
The point 15 whether the men arve
to have twn guineas a  weck, less 434d,
im the pound tax, or nothing at
all. T think*T know which they would pra-
fer. A promise has been made by the Pre-
mier to bring his Budget down to ecertain
limits. The Government have earried ont
to a greater extent than any other State
the Premiers’ Plan. Notwithstanding this,
they still find they are short of the amount
required to rednce the defieit to the neces-
sary limit. Now that we are working uwn-
der the Financial Agreement we have given
up the contrel of our finances. By doing
that we have given up the government of
the country. We are no longer a sover-
cign State, hecause we ave tied under the
Financial Agreement. We have to con-
sicler whether we shall comply with the
canditions laid down by the Toan Council,
or go on spending without collecting ad-
ditional revenue until we reach the stage
when the T.oan Council will praetically stop
our credit.

Hon. A. Thomson: The present situa-
tion was never anticipated when the Finan-
cial Agreement was made.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Some people enn-
not see hevond the town they live in. If
T read the situation aright, those men wh)
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are on sustenance have to decide in the
circinstanees between two ruineas a week,
less 4%d. in the pound, and nothing.
Hon. J. M. DREW : Mr. Holmes has built
up his case on the Finaneial Agreement.
1 that agrcement had not been adopted,
we would have been presented with heavier
taxation fhan faces us to-day. The per
capita payments were abolished on  the
30th June, 1927, but they were revived hy
the agreement. The present Government
are enjoying the benefits of the saving on
Lhe sinking fund of £350,000 a year. Under
the agreement the Commonwealih Govern-
ment are finding half the interest on our
stnking fund on future loans, and meeling
half the amount on [Puture loans. They
have provided a sinking fund of s, pe:

cent., and we are providing a  similar
amount.  The agreement  was  aveepled

by a majority of 23,000 of the pcople of
this State. Tt was not enfively aceeptable
to me, but we had to follow the best course
open te ns in the circwmstances,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Western Australia
comprises one-third of the Commonwealth
of Australia.  When the Commonwealth
Government allocated the sumi of £7,500,-
00 for distribution amongst the States,
they gave this State £300,000, and to the
remaining States £7,000,000,

Hon, (. PRASER: This amendment
covers only sustenance men who are em-
ploved by local authorities. Tn the meiro-
politan area there are only 2,000 employed
on sustenance, OFf these at lenst 30 per
cent. are persons who would in any ease
he exempt from the tax, as they are rve-
ceiving wages ranging hetween 14s.. 21s,,
28s., and 30s. a week. Even suppose the
whole of the 2,000 were exempt from the
tax the sum involved would he very small,
and would not make the difference he-
tween two guineas a week and nothing. T
intend later on to move for the inelusion
of relief workers amongst those who will
he exempt.

Hon. J. M. DREW: T do not want my
amendment confined to sustenance men,
Imt wish to include those who are reeeiv-
ing wages by way of sustenance, Tt is in-
tended to cover everyvone employed by the
Government or the loeal authorities, whe
are receiving wages or salary by wax of
sustenance. In order that the position max
be placed bevond doubt, T think the words
“or relief” ought to he added.
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Hon. G, FRASER: 1
ment on

move an amoend-

the amendmeni—

5.

That after the word **sustenanee’” in the
amendment the words *‘or relief from the
Govermment ™7 be inseried.

All over the Siate the number of men on
Sovernment velief, ineluding  sustenance
workers and men on relief work, is 11,000.
Quite a number of those men would not
come under the Aet. Among the sustenanee
workers are many who are earning less
than £2 a week. Only those on two guineas
and £2 95, a week would be affected. OFf
those in the eountry on relief work ruite
a number would not ecome under the Act.
All the 14s. men earn only 34s. when they
2o ta the country,  Of the others who would
now come under the Aet, there are men
in the country who are forced to keep two
homes on £2 1s. a week, going up to a
maximum of £3 o week. My amendment
on the amendment wounld cover these men.
At the most there are not more than 8,000
of them.

The CHIEI® SECRETARY : Again 1 ve-
nind that the Government have
brought in this temporary measuve to assist
in providing relief for those who are uu-
Fortnnate enough to he uncmployed.  1f we
are going fo crenfe exemptlions, how are
wo going to raize the money that we ve-

members

quire? Why exemptions in this dirertion
and not in ethers?  During the period Mre
Drew wans a  responsible Minister in the

Lahour CGovernment, that Government ye-
fused to assist single men at all. Those
men were left to shift for themselves and
if they could not ahtain work, then the only
alternative was to beg or starve, That was
in the fime when there was plenty of money
available and the vesult was that viets and
disturbances were common, whereas there
has heen ecomparatively little frouble sinee
the present Government have heen in office,
for we recownised the faet that even single
men werp entitled to be fed, even if we
could not provide emplovment for them.

Hon. W. M. Kitzon: Tt was a long time
before you recognised it.

The CHTIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member’s Government did not recognise it
at all.  The total =ustenance that may he
eranted to a man with a family in thi-
State amounts to £3 9=, per week and ex-
veeds the Federal and other basie wage rates.

Hon, W, H. Witson: That is nof right:
the maximum is £3.
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The CHIEF SECEBETARY: No, it is
£39s. After all, a sustenanee wan will onty
be aszeased on the actnal ecash he veceives,
if he i= paid 20s. in cash aml receives an
order lor goods to the value of 2is, the
lutter would not be faken into account, Tf
Mr. Dvew’s proposed amendment were given
effect to, it would mean that a man drawing
the tull rate of zustenanec allowed, would
he in receipt of o fotal amount ot £1 Ys.
per week and would not pay any tax, where-
as uoman in reeeipt of an actual =alary or
wawe of 21=. would have to pay the tux.

In the cirenmstanees this wonld not be
equitable.  Tn 1724 the hasic wage for male
workers was fixed at £4 7s. per week, ani
af that period rhe rates of sustenance were
fixed on the hasis of the cost of living at
that date. Bl wow the basic wage has
Tallen, owing to the veduetion in the vost
of living o £2 195, 5. per week hut the
riate of sustenance has not heen altered.
The unit of value has fallen from 7s. to
Hs. Ad.: in other words the amount of 5s.
Fd. will now purehase goods that would have
cost 7= in 1929, Tlis means that £2 2s,
will to-day purchase goods that wounld have
cost £2 16g. in 1929, On thatf hasis a family
receiving sustenance pavients of £2 25 per
week to-day is receiving 10s. per week more
in value than did a family receiving the
same minount in 1929, This proves conelu-
sively that the unfartunate peoaple who are
heing helped by the Government to-dav are
receiving more sympathetic treatment from
thiz  Government than they did from the
Tabour fiavernment. and even fhe ineidence
of a tnx of 4'%d. in the pound will leave
them in o better po=ition than they were in
in 1829, Tn Vieloria sustenance allowanees
are only ahout one-third of our generons
rate. In that State they have an  emer-
geney tax alsa, under which a person in ve-
ceipt of £52 per annum and under £104 per
annum pays one peuny in the pound, hut a
person in receipt of £2 per week or £1(H
per vear and under £3 per week, or 1506
per vear, payvs Gd. in the pound, and over
that mmount one shilling in the pound, with
no discrimination  between married  and
single men. So that our flat vate of 1144,
in the pound will not be sueh a heavy bnr.
den on the family man or wan with de-
pendant«, as the Vietorian graduated seale
would nrove to he. Tf the pronesed rate
of thiz tax is reduced so that the nmount
required to meet the gap hetween expendi-
{ure and the amount of defirit allowed hy

[COTINCIL.]

the Loan Conncil, then it will mean that the
Covernment will he forced to scek other
avenue of reduction in expenditure, and may
he foreed to review the sustenanee rates with
a consequent reduction that would perhaps
mean a loss to the people concerned of
considerably wore than 4%d. in the pound,
We must have money to carry on. 1 repeat
that the positien is better than it was in
1929 by 10s. 64d., so why differentinte? We
have very little time in which to get the
IMOney in now.

Tlon, GG, W, Miles: You are Iate as it is.

The CHIEE SECRETARY: 1 cannot
aceept the mmendiment beeause it will only
whittle away the little we hope to get in.

Hon. {i. FRASER: [ have had dealings
with hudreds of men and their relations
with the Unemployment Board aned I have
vet to find one who has received more than
£3 n week.

The CHATRMAN: Order! There has baen
endless discussion on the amount of susten-
ance heing paid. The amount of sustenance
does nol enter into the question. The matter
before the Chair is sustenance or rvelief ir-
respective of the amount, and T hope mem-
hers will confine themselves to that.

Hon. . FRASER: One must show the
amounis that are being paid. 1 could have
hrought currespondenee from the Unemploy-
ment Board to definitely show that the muxi-
amount  any man ean he paid is £3
a week. If a man is on the £2 7s. rate, he
can only reeeive the alditional 11s.  Under
my amendment 8,000 men wonld receive re-
lef.

min

Hon., K. . Harris: And  under Mr.
Drew’s amendment ?
Hen. G. FRASER: About 2,000. Going

the very lunit that anvone would be called
upon 10 pav, and that would he 1s, the
amount jnvolved for the whole year wounid
he £20,000, hat as the Bill will opernte Eor
about seven months the figure will he econ-
siderably less than that.

Hon. Sir CHARLES NATHAN: There
is gne point on which Mr. Drew might en-
lighten the Comuittee.  Assuming this re-
liel is granted to the sustenance worker who
is earning £2 9s. n week, would it not create
rather n difficult position for, say, the casual
worker not on sustenanee and who might
he earning an equivalent amount?  Would it
not mean that the sustenance worker earn-
ing the snme amonnt weuld eef rvelief from



{10 NoveMsrr, 1932, o1

the tax, and thai the casual worker would
have to pay!

Hon. . M. DREW : | have ne objection
ie Sir Charles Nathan moving an amend-
ment to exempt the men to whom he re-
ferred. | do uot know of any State where
the exemption is so low as £32. or where the
rate is 4id. in the pound. In New South
Wales it was 1s., hub there the hasie wage
was £4 s, and tn addition there was endow-
ment of 55, for each rhild. That was n
gennine unemployment tax. I'n Victoria, the
rate starts al 1d. in the pound.  The Collier
Government were responsible lor the scale
of allewance adapted by the presenl (iov-
ernment.  Single men were sent to the coun-
try to work. Ef married men could not wo
to the eountry, they were paid sustenance.
They wanted work, not sustenance, and that
was the vause of the trouble.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am sorry
that Mr. Drew did not answer Sir Charles
Nathan’s question.  Six hundred men are
working on the sawmills on pari-time. Sowe
have gone on sustenance. Many men would
sooner work parl-time, but uuder the amend-
ment those who stuck o their work at a low
rate of pav would be penalised, while others
who went on sustenance would he exempt.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The same thing would
apply to the farmer.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. We
are asked to differentiate in favour of men
who have heen treated very generously.

Hon. V. Hamersley: In fact, it 1= a new
industry that has sprung up.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: The Minister
conld have obtained figures to show the num-
ber of men on sustenance or relief work
who have three or more children. Then we
could have estimated what the amendment
would cost. The Minister spoke of the rate
as £3 9s. per week. A man on relief work
is allowed to ecarn £1 per week over and
abhove the sustenance rate. TP he has five
children or more, his sustenanre rate wounld
he £2 0s., and the extra £1 would hring
him to £3 9s, but the Government impose
a maximum of £3. For their convenience,
and to a lesser degree for the convenienee

of the workers, the Government allow
them to work three or four weeks and
then stand down undil the amount
earned has becn ceut out at the rate of

£3 a week. 1t has been stated that single

-1
o

men who had earned more than the 23z, 2d.
per week would not he allowed to draw the
whole of their monev when they tinished
the jol, hul would be pnid at the rate of
25, 2. per weck until the amount earned
had been cut out. When it has been cut
out, they lhave been given to understand
there will he no work or sustenance for
them, and they will be on their heam ends.
If the Government do not alter that policy,
the position will be serious. Of the men
on relief and sustenance work, only a very
small proportion have fonr or more child-
ren. Regarding the juestion raised by Sir
Charles Nathan, T would net make a dis-
tinction if the Government would exempt
the wmen in private employment earning
onty £2 95, a week. Sfill, they are in fairly
veeular emplovment, whereas the man on
relief work is there for only a limited
period.  There is no guarantee that relief
work will last more than a month. 1art-
time work has heen introduced by private
emplovers to ensure eontinuity of employ-
ment. Ts it fair that a sustenance worker
with four or five children, drawing the maxi-
mum of £3 per week, should he taxed at
the same rate as a married man without
chililren, engaged on the same work?! Many
men have heen out of work for periods
ranging from six months to 2% vears, and
the condition of their homes is deplorable.
They have heen denuded of cveryvthing of
value, and the only clothes that the occu-
panls have are those on their hacks. 1f
the Government followed the Victovian
example by adopting a graduated tax—ot
the graduntions adopted there—they waould
wet more money, and would get greater sup-
port from ne.

Hon. E. . Harris: Why not adopt the
Vietorian graduations, if it is a good thing!?

The CHAIRMAXN: The hon. member is
straving from the amendment.

Hon. W. H, KITSOXN: T have no wish
to do that, but T do desire to secure some
relief for the people 1 have mentioned. 1f
nevessary, let us increase the tax on the
peaple who are in a position to pay.

Amendment on amendment pui, and a
division taken with the fallowinge resnlt:—

Aves .. . .. .. 8
Noes . . .- RV V)
Majority against .. .. N
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AYES,
Hon. AL M. Clydesdale Llion. T, Moore
Hoa. J. M. Drew Ilon. C. 3. Wiltiams
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. E. H. H, Hall
Hon. E. H. Gray | (Tedler.)
Hon. W. H. Kitson
NoE4
Hou. C. F. Baxier | Han. R. G. Moore
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. Sir C. Nathan
Hon. I. T. Franklin | Hon. I, Nicholson
Tlon. V, Hamersley i ilon. 1, V, Piesre
Hen, E. H. Harris n it Seddon
Hon. J. T, Holmes ' Hon C. H. Wittenoum
Hon. J. M. Maclarlane Hen. I J, Yelland
Hon. W. J. Mann Hon, L, R. Baltan
TIon. G. W. Miles t Teller.)
Amendment on amendment  thus  nega-
tived,

Amendment put and negatived.

Ilon. 4. M. DREW: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (b} ““twenty-
one’’ be struck out amd the word “‘forty’’
inserted in licu.

My aim is to inerease the amount of excmp-
tion for single men. The Government ad-
wit that it costs 1 a week to feed and
lodge a person and yet if he gets 21s. a
week he is to be taxed, Tt wo are to lewis-
Inte along those lines, it wi': be no time
bhefore many of the people will be almost
stark naked for they will bave but a shil-
ling or two with which the replenish their
clothing, 1t is paltry to introduce leuis-
lation of this deseription.

The CHIEY SECRETARY: I oppose
the amendment. The persons Mr, Drew al-
Indes to pay no taxation to-day. They en-
Jjoy free services provided by the State and
in a time of emergeney such as this when
the Government ask that for a few months
these people shall assist in the erisis, they
shonld he prepaved to do so. If we start
tinkering with the exemptions, where will
they finish and where shall we get the
money ?

Hon. W, 1. KITSOXN: It is the same
old question: Where sbhall we get the
money ! The Minister has been told time
and again how the monev can be obtained
by other means, The Government have said
that men who nre in receipt of 23s. 2d. a
week now will be pur off as soon as their
present work terminates, and they will get
no further assistance. They will have to
look for jobs [or themselves. Tt is hard
to find langunge adequate to express my
feeling=. Not ome memher of the ITouse
would do sueh a thing in his private capa-
eity, and T am astonihed to think that they

2CILg
can adopt theiv present attitude in public
matters.
Hon. ¢, B, WILLIAMS: I have been get-

ting the eane from some members becausze T
wis nof moderate in my language the other
night, | am too meoderate with some of
them, and in future I do not want auny
menher to eriticise my attitnde, whether
moderate or otherwise, [ am disgusted at
these proeceedings.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must speak within the four eorners
of the Standing Orders.

Hen, . B. WILLIAMS: It has been
stated that Mr, lrew spoke in o nice gentle
way, but he did not get a single additional
vote, although he did not speak in the strong
terms that 1 adopted. Tt is all sheer hypo-
crisy.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
musl eonfine his remarks to the amendment.
While 1 appreciate his feelings. he must
abide by the Standing Orders,

Hon, . B. WILLEAMS: T hope some
members may he converted to a more hu-
mane attitude, even in their old age, so that
they can assist men who are not so fortnu-
ate as themselves. The Chief Seeretary has
i majority with lam and ther will see that
he gets the money he requires.  Members
here will vote solidly to make the poor pay
and they will go home eontent in the know-
ledge thai they and others in their posi-
tion, are not required to pay what they
ought to. T am dispusted at the Chief Sce-
retary complaining anhout people carning £1
a week who, he said, were dodging taxa-
tion. The Chief Sccretary shounld he ashamed
to make sueh a statement. There ave thou-
sands of people who are living in rotten
conditions, and are now to be forced to pay
their 414d. a week. 1t iz ahsolute rot. The
trouble is that too many members hore want
these unfortunates to pax hecause thex nre
afraid they way be called upon to pay it
themselves, T fesl ashamed of members, and
T da not want to speak to them any more.

Ion. A, TIIOMSBOXN: T am sorry that T
eannot support the amendment although T
would like to be In a position to do so. In
these times every section of the community
should shoulder its proportion of the bur-
den. TIn no other part of the world are
single men treated hotter than in Western
Australin, When I was a youne man in
Victoria in 1390 tkwe was no 235 a week
made available for their assistance.
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Hon. C. B. Williams: Tn these days a
family eould live on £1 a week. What i3
the good of talking like that in these days.

Hon. A. THOMSON: There are singl?
people to-day who are batehing for 10<. a
week.

Hon. C. B. Williams:
country.

Hoa. A. THOMEON: Nothing of the sort.

Hon. E. H. Grax: Some ar: asked fo live
on 7s. a week.

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: Ths Government
have made an honest endeavour to mect =z
very difficult position.

Hon, C. B. Willinm=: Have you bheen
asked to do without your renfs at Katan-
ning?

Houn. A. THOMSOX: If T cared to, 1
could give the hon. member some interesting
information about the rents some of us ex-
pected to receive, and what happened. 1f
I' did, he would see that some of us have
dene all that was humanly possible to relieve
the sitnation. XNo member of this Chamber
would willingly support this measure if it
were possible not tn do so. Tt is a matter ot
dire necessity,

Hon. C. B. William=: Tt iz not.

Hon. A. THOMSON: T would like fo ask
Mr. Williams if it is not a fact that the
unions are demanding from men in reeeipt
of sustenance, pavments townrds a certam
oreanisation.

Hon. C. B. Williams:
within vour knowledge.

Hon. A, THOMSON: T am.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Yon do not ofien
speak here of thing= that vou know of, and
con wuste a lot of time.

The CHATRMAN : Ovder! T ¢annot allow
the dialegue to continue.

Hon, A. THOMSOXN : After all, the single
men to-day are lookei after verv much better
in Western Australia than elsewhere. T do
not say, however, that the treatment meted
out to them here is ton genercus. I deeply
regret that there are so many people who
are placed in the unfortunata position of
having to aecept susienance, T am aware,
ax Mr. Kitson haz already stated, that there
are l'l'lﬂ]l_\' men andl women “']]O re now Ar-
riving at the stage when they have little
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clothing left: but sfill T think it is not =a
hardship for a single man to have to pay
this tax of 4%4d. in the pound. Tt simply
means that onee a month he cannot go to
the pictures.

Hon. G. Fraser: He goes on a free ticket.

Hon. A, THOMSON : AN of them do not.
Of course, T do not want to deprive these
men of some enjoyment; it is only right that
they should have it. W¢ should not, how-
ever, alwavs try in throw the whole hurden
on to the ofher fellow’s sheulders. The time
has come when we must all put our shold-
ers to the wheel and do the best we ean, 1
regret that T am unable to support the
amendment, I helieve the single men to<lav
are better off than many of the married men.
strange ns it may scem to make that asser-
tion. The single men are getting 23s. 2d.
a week.

Hon. (. Fraser: They do not all get that.

Hon. A. THOMSON : Those of them who
are workineg do. Tf thex are eareful, thera
1= no reason why, after they have provided
themselves with food and tohaceo, they
should not have a clear 10s. a week left.

Hon. W, H. KITSON: We are told that
the reason for this tax is to raise funds for
the Government to provide reliel or susien-
ance for the nnemploved, vet we find the
Government saxing (o these single men.
“You are earning 23s. 2d. and we expect
vou fo pav 4%d. in the pound out of that
by way of tax; this work is of very
limited duration and when it is completed
there is neither work nor sustenance for
vou.” The Government have made that an-
nouncement.

Hon. A. Thomson: But you do not be-
lieve if.

Ton. W, H. KITSON: The Government
have made that announcement so far as
the single men are concerned. I certainly
am not going to cast a vote which will as-
sist the Government to carrv ont a policy
of that kind.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result—
Aves . . . .. §
Noes .- .- .. .. 18
Majority against .. .. 10
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AVES,

Hon, W, H. Kijtxon

Hon. T. Moare

Hon. C. B. Williams

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale
(Telier.)

Hon, J. M. Drew
Hon, G. Fraser
Hon, E. H. Gray
Hon, E. H. H, Hall

NOKs,
Hon, C, F. Baxter
on. L. B. Bulton
Hon, J, Ewing
Hou, J, T, Franklin
Hon. V, Hamersley
Hon. E. H. Harrls
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon, W, J. Mann
Hon. G. W, Miles

Hon. R. G. Moore
Hon. Sir C. Nathan
Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon, M., V. Piesze
Hon. 1. Setddon
Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. C, H. Wittenoon,
Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon. J..J. Holmes
(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived,

Hon._ J. M., DREW: T move an amend-
ment—
That in line 8 of paragraph {e) the words

‘fifty-two’’ be struck out and ‘‘one hundred
and fonr’’ bhe inserted in lien.

This paragraph is intended by the Gov-
erniient to reach not only these who are
earning salary or wages, but also those who
are earning other income, A widow with-
oul children may have a house of her own
and let a couple of rooms for, say 10s. =
week and she may, in addition, ‘earn 13s.
a week as a charwoman., She will he af-
feeted by this particular paragraph. With
hospital tax added, the poor woman would
have to pay 32s. Gd. per annum in order
to assist to reduce the deficit. If her total
income were only £32 per annum, then she
would have to pay 26s. a year. | am sure
hon. members can hardly sawetion such
legislation and they ought to vote for my
amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I oppose the
amendment, for the same reason that [
opposed the previous one,

Hon. G. FRASER: T will support the
amendment. T have gone throngh the

amount of income tax collections and the
number of persons collected from durine
1930. From that I find that the average
amount of tax in that year was only 3d.
and a fraetion per pound. How, then, ¢an
it be said there is no other source of
revenue that could bhe taxed to make up
the amount required hy the Government?

Hon. J, J. Holmes: There will be the
414d. added to that 3d.

Hon. . FRASER: But those perzons
paying that 3d. are in receipt of £300 and
over, and to avoid taking more from them
we are going to tax persons on £32 per
annum.

[COUNCIL.

Amendment put, and a division taker
with the following result: —

Ayes . . . .. 8
Noes .. .. . .. 18

.. 10

Majority against

AYES,

Hon, W, H. Kitson

Hop. T. Moore

Houp. €. B. Williams

Xon. E. H. Gray
(2etller.)

Hon. A. M. Clydesdnle
Hon, J.

Hoo, G,

Hou E I H. Hall

NOES.
Hon. G. W, Miles
Houn. R, G. Moore
Hon. Sir C. Nathan
Hon. J. Nichol on
Hon. H. V. Piesse
Han, H. Seddon
Han. A, Thomson
Hon, H. J. Yelland
Hon. C. H. Witlenvomn
(Teller.)

Hou. C. F. Baxter
Hon. L. B. Bollon
Han, J, Ewing

Hon, J. T. Fraoklin
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. E. I, Harris
Han, J. J. Holnes
Hon. J. M. Macfariane
Hon. W..J. Mann

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. J. Ml DREW: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 of parvagraph (d) ‘“two’? be
struck out and ‘‘four'’ inserted in liew.
The effeat of this amendment, if earried.
will be that those who are maintaining de-
pendants will be exempt up to £4 per week,
Even under the drastic FPremiers’ Plan
no man’s salary or wages was reduced be-
low £185 per annum. Faney taxing a mar-
ried man with a wife and seven or eight
children on his earnings in excess of £104
per annum! If the amendment be car-
vied, the CGovernment will not get from
this tax all the money they require, but
they can get it by an amendment of the
Land and Ineome Tax Act. The Govern-
ment should have introduced special taxa-
tion on a graduated scale 2% years ago.
Alternatively, they should now increase the
income tax rate, which at present is the low-
est in Australia. On a net income of £1,000
in Vietoria a man pavs, on income from
personal exertion £62, and on income from
property £99; in New South Wales the re-
speetive figures ave £100 and £116; in South
Australia the figures are £112 and £138; in
Queensland they are £122 and £1406, whereas
in Western Australia, whether the income
be from personal exertion or from pro-
perty, the total tax paid on £1,000 is only
£33 18s. 4d.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T will op-
jtos¢ the amendment.
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Awmendment put, and »  division taken
with the tollowing result:—
Aves .. .. .. 8
Naes .. .. .. 18
Majority against .. 10
AYES,
Hou. A. M. Clydesdult Hon. E. H. H. Hall
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. W, H. Kitsan
Hon, G, Fraser Hnn. _([2‘ {:: Wilhams
on. T. Moors
Hon. E, H. Gray {(Peller)
NOFS.

Han, G, W, Miles
Hon. R. G. Mosre
Hon, Sir C. Nothan
Haon, I, Nicholson
Heon. H. V, Piegse
Hon. T Soddon
Hon, C, 71, Wittenoam
Hon. H. T Yelland
Hoan. A, Thomson
(Teller.)

Hon. C. F. Baxter '
Hen, L. B, Rolton

Hpn, J, Ewing

Hon. J. T. Franklin

Hon. V. Hamersley

Hon. BE. H. Harris

Hon. J. T. Holmes

Hon, J. M. Macfarlane
Hon., W, J. Mann

Amendment thus negatived,
Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 730 pan.

ITon. H. SEDDON: T move an amend-
ment—

That paragraph {(c) he struck out.

This relates to raeing clubs, T can see no
justification for in¢luding them amongst the
axemptions.

TTon. J. M. MACFARLANE: T should
like to know from the Minister whether it
iz clear that aecricultural societies will be
exempt from the provisions of the Bill.

The CBIEF SECRETARY : Under See-
tion 18 of the Land and Tneome Tax Aect,
agricultural societiez will he exempt. Race
elubs, however, do not come within the seope
of those exemptions. During the last vear
or two they have heen serion=ly affected by
various forms of taxation, and T think all
of them are losing heavily at the moment.
For that reason it is propased to include
them amongst the exemptions in this Bill

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the followine resnlt:—
Aves . . .. 4
Noes .. .. .. 18
Majority against .. 14
AYES

Hon. A. Thomeson
Hon, H, Seddon
{Teller.)

Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. R. G. Moore
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NOESR

Hon. W. H. Kiisen
Hon. J. M. Maclarlane
Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. G, W, Mllex
Hon, J, Nicholson
“Ton. H. V. Piessat
Hon, €. B, Williams
Hon. ". H. Wittetioom
Hon. J. T. Franklin
(Teller.)

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. L. B. Lelon
Hon. A. M. Clyde ~dale
Hon. I. M. Drew

Hon. J. Ewing

Houn. G, Fraser

Hon, V, Hamersley
Hon. E, H. Harrls
Hon. J, 7. Holmes

Awmendment thus negatived,
Clanse put and passed,
Clanse 3—Tax in re~pect of income:

Hou. J. XTCHOLSON : T move an amend-
ment --

That in Subelanse 1, paragraph (U), after
Srates'” in line 5, the words ‘‘and taxes’’
he inserted,

T believe it is an oversizht that these words
were not ineluded.

The CHIEE SECRETARY: T will ae-
cept the amendment, but would like to make
a personal explanation on another matter.
Before the tea adjournment I stated that the
sustenance rate reached £3 9s, a week. I
now find -that the information supplied to
me was ineorrect, and that Mr, Kitson was
right when he said that the actmal amount
was €3 T dezire to apologise to members
for u~ing the wroug figures.

Amendment put and passed: the claose,
a= amended, agreed to.

Clavse~ G to O9—aereed to.

Clau~e 10—IEn certnin eases salary ov
wages to be treated as income for the pur-
poses of tax to be paid by the taxpaver:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T should like to
know what is the meaning of the words
“legal ground<.” Nn legal grounds are
specified upon which one may object under
the Aer. and T sugwest that these partienlar
words he struck out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
word~ will not he struck out. The reason
thex are there is that objections can be
lodged on legal grounds under the Land
and Income Tax Assessment Act,

Hou. J. Nicholson: It does net say so.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: But that is
the intention and it is important that the
word~ should be there.

Amendment put and negatived.



1740

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
——
amendment—

That the following he added to siand as
Subelause 2: —

(2) Where any salary or wages consists of
fees paid to directors of companies or to
mewmbers of hoards, trusts or commissions or
commissions paid to an agent awd the tax-
payer satisfies the Commissioner that expense
has been incuwrred in carning sueh salary or
wages or that for any other reason the pay-
ment of tax in respect of such salary or wages
under and in accordunee with seetion uine
would be inequitible, the Commissioner may
by writing under his hand divect that such
salary or wages of swch faxpaver shall be
ussessed as income for the purpose of this Act
and the tax under this Act shull be payable
by the taxpaver under and in the manuner pro-
vided in this Act for tax in respect of ibncome,

The opinion was expressed last night that
possibly an injustice might he done to
agents, although it was not the intention
that that should oceur, and to get over the
difficulty the subglunse [ have just movel
has been framed. The Committee will real-
ise that there are included directors and
other persons ag being liable to come within
the dctinition.  The mmendmnent will put the
pusition bevond all doubt.

Hon. G, FRASER: This seems fo me n
terrible somersault on the part of the Gov-
ernment. We find now that a director may
be permitted to deduct certain expenses in-
curred in earning salary or wages and at
the same time we refuse a similar right to
# man on a maximun of £3.  After all,
expentiture 15 Ineorred by, the sustenance
man in earning his sustenance payment.

Amendment put and passed: the clanse
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 11 to 16-—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 2, Interpretation:

TTon. J. NICHOLSOX : T move an amend-
ment—

That the words ‘‘and commission paid to
agents’’ in the interpretation of “‘salary and
wages’’ he struck out.

My objeet is to bring this definition mare
into line with the definition in the Hospi-
tal Fund Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The amend.
ment is not necessary. Any diflienlty that
ntight he likely to occur will be provided for

[ASSEMBLY.]

by the new subelavse which bas just been
added to Clause 10.

Awmeindment put and pegatived.
Clause put and passed.

Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned al 7335 pm.

Legislative Assembly.
Fhursday, Fith Novemher, 1932,
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The SPEAXKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—DOUGLAS CREDIT
PROPOSALS,

My, GRIFFITHS asked the Premier: In
view of the public fierest in the Douglas
social eredit plan, will opportunity be given
to diseuss the motion tabled by the member
for Claremont?

The PREMIER replied: VYes.

QUESTION—FARMERS’
DISABILITIES-

Mr. GRITFITHS asked the Premier: 1,
What decision was arrived at by the =uir-
conmiittes of the Premiers’ Conference rye-
garding—(a) giving farmers seeurity of
tenare for five vears: (b) adjustment ot
liabilities during that period: {c) amend-
ment of the Bankruptev Aet? 2, Tz State
legizlution to he introduced to give effect
to fa) and {b)?



